Preserve. Protect. Educate.

19TH ANNUAL FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL

The Annual Folklife Festival, now in its 19th
year, was once again hosted by VI National
Park in celebration of Black History Month.
The event was held at the Annaberg Sugar

Mill Ruins February 25-27 and featured local
radio personality Irvin “Brownie” Brown as

the MC, storytelling by numerous local cul-
ture bearers, entertainment by Coco and the
Sunshine Band, and an original presentation by
local musician Chester “The Mighty Groover”

Brady. The main presentation was given by

Nigerian Olabayo Olandiyi, who entertained

the crowd with rhythmic drumming and tradi-

Local drummers Delroy “Ital” Anthony (left) and Wanda
Burgos (right) perform with Olabayo.

tional storytelling.

Over one thousand visitors attended the 3-day festival celebrating the theme of “Open Mouth and
Story Jump Out”. The guest speakers included Dr. Gilbert Sprauve, Faye Fredricks, and Dr. Eddie
Bruce. They presented various historical topics to the enthusiastic crowds, touching on the history
of storytelling, old time games, and oral tradition. They also spoke o/d time knowledge that has been
nearly lost due to a lack of practice and passing it along down through the generations. A local
cook first showed the crowd of enthralled students how to clean the local “Pargie Fish” — a technique
that youngsters of the past would have learned as they grew up. The removal of the “pen,” a bone
in the fish’s belly, was shown to the crowd. The bone must be removed prior to cooking in order

to preserve the delicate flavor of the fish. The culture bearer then showed the local way to clean

and prepare conch and other marine delicacies. Ranger Denise Georges, organizer of the annual
festival, reminded the crowd that traditions and practices like the ones shown should continue to be
cherished and passed along to future generations.

Local craft and food vendors were on hand, displaying their cultural wares and local delicacies.
Charles “Calla” Mathias led festival-goers on a tour of his lush garden, featuring recently purchased
signs noting the scientific and local names of the numerous plants. The daily festivities ended with
the elaborate storytelling of Olabayo, which took festival-goers on a mystical journey as he told
humorous and frightening stories while dressed in a homemade costume of local bushes and a
cloak. Storytelling is one of the few ways Africans were able to transport their traditions and
practices on their journey to the Caribbean as slaves. Storytelling is a rich basis of an ethnic group’s
ritual gathering. Festival goers will now have their own stories to pass along in oral tradition.

The final day of the festival allowed visitors one last chance to view the presenters and Olabayo’s
storytelling during an evening program. The moonlight added a captivating ambiance to the
already mystical presentation. %
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SCA Summer Trail Crew Opportunities

Friends is seeking Virgin Islands students to participate
in @ month-long summer trail crew program in partner-
ship with the Student Conservation Association. This is
a one-of-a-kind opportunity to live and work in Virgin
Islands National Park on St. John maintaining hiking
trails. Crew positions (ages 16-20) and crew leader
positions (ages 21-25) are available. Call Audrey for
more information.

2010 Scholarship Program

The Friends" Annual Scholarship Program is once
again being offered to Virgin Islanders studying

at the university level in fields related to marine
biology or other natural sciences. Friends is also
offering a scholarship for children of VINP staff at

the university level. Priority will be given to students
pursuing a degree related to the natural sciences.
Both scholarships will be in the amount of $1,000 per
academic year and applications are due by April 24th.
Please contact Audrey for an application and more
information on eligibility requirements.

Summer Eco-Camps!

ATTENTION PARENTS — Summer Eco-Camps are
almost here! The Friends is sponsoring four 3-day/
2-night eco-camps for children ages 8—13, July 12th—
24th, and one 5-day/4-night Science Camp for 13-16
year olds, July 26th—30th. The newest addition this
year is a 4 day/2 night Ranger in Training Camp,

July 6th=9th, that is featured on page 7. These
camps, which take place at VIERS in Lameshur Bay,
will introduce kids to the wonders of our diverse island
ecosystems. Remember, Eco-Camps are free of charge
to U.S. Virgin Islands students. Please call VIERS to
register: (340)776-6721. %
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MESSAGE
FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

BY MARK HARDGROVE

This year the NPS invested over eleven
million dollars in the Virgin Islands
economy through the payment of salaries,
contracts, supplies, materials and utilities.
This does not include the positive impact that having five NPS
units, three of which are in St. Croix, has on the local economy.
Next year we will be starting a new program working with our
cruise ship visitors who will be able to sign up for “voluntourism”
day trips, both full and half day. Visitors will sign up on board and
then upon arrival in St. Thomas be transported to Hassel Island
and St. John to help preserve park resources, clean park beaches,
maintain trails, remove vegetation, and stabilize cultural landscapes
and historic structures. It is expected that we will have crews of
35, four days per week, preserving park resources.

Mark Hardgrove

This new visitor experience will provide the much needed man-
power to maintain the park’s cultural and natural resources and
visitor facilities. In most cases these “voluntourism” crews will be
transported by local taxis, making a positive impact on the econ-
omy. Shopping and lunch time will also be included. This new
program will also shift some visitor use away from Trunk Bay and
other popular beaches, thereby providing time to visit downtown
Cruz Bay before returning to their cruise ship.

The NPS is proud to be included in the planning opportunities
working along with the Port Authority, Department of Planning
and Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation, and the Island
Administrator to improve recreational facilities at the ball field

for our youth and adults, plan for parking and traffic flow, visitor
access for boaters, access for boat trailers, dredging partnerships,
and other proposed improvements. This partnership will make
community usage of the facilities in and around the Park friendlier
for visitors and locals alike.

We are also very proud and grateful for our partnership with the
Friends — every day you make us better!

Thank You! %
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MEMBERS ENJOY 10% DISCOUNT!
Located in Mongoose Junction between R&I Patton & Hurricane Alley
Open Sunday through Saturday 10am to 6pm

340.779.8700 www.friendsvinp.org store@friendsvinp.org



Business Accomplished at the Annual Meeting

On January 24th, about

150 Friends members and
supporters gathered for the
Friends’ 2010 Annual Meeting
at Cinnamon Bay to hear
addresses by this year’s keynote
speaker, noted Ecologist and
Environmentalist, Olasee Davis,
Friends President Joe Kessler,
and VIND Superintendent
Mark Hardgrove.

Attendees were particularly
moved by Olasee’s address
in which he noted, among
many other things, that during his time in the Virgin Islands
he has seen many negative changes to the environment that

the government could have prevented. Olasee reflected on the
teachings of the late George Seaman who was disappointed with
the government’s lack of attention to the preservation of the
natural environment. Olasee told the crowd that if Mr. Seaman
were alive today he would be very pleased that the Park has the
Friends as their philanthropic partner.

Friends of Virgin Islands National Park Update

Friends’ president Joe Kessler gave an overview of the Friends
accomplishments and highlights of this past year: completion of the
Resource Access Mooring Project, construction of the first phase of
the Accessible Trails Project at the Francis Bay Trail, and the open-
ing and extensive use of the Philanthropy in the National Parks
exhibit next to the Visitor Center. He noted that the Friends are
most proud of the program highlights, which included hosting a
number of successful events and providing funding for over 2,000
kids to explore the Park on ranger-led field trips and/or overnight
summer eco-camps at VIERS.

Joe discussed the Friends’ goals for 2010: meeting an ambi-
tious annual budget goal of more than $900,000 to support
(in addition to our regular programs) the replacement of the
picnic tables and grills at Francis Bay and Little Lameshur,
installation of underwater cameras under the dock at VIERS
for educational programs, support of a film that highlights
the research undertaken in VINP, and providing support to
the Park’s historical archives.

State of the Park Address

VINP Superintendent Mark Hardgrove recapped the Park’s recent
accomplishments, the most visible of which is road improvements

The 6th Annual Gala, “Feeling Good While Doing Good,”
held at Janet and Martin Marshal’s villa, A la Mer, was a
great success! Music was provided by Paradise People, who
opened the evening with mellow jazz and segued into dance
music later in the evening.

The event was catered once again by Mathayom Private Chefs,
with a unique blend of foods. With raffle gifts donated by 31
generous individuals and local businesses the big event of the
evening, however, was the announcement of a raffle for a long
weekend stay at the Marshal’s beautiful villa. Mathayom was the
lucky winner of the weekend.

Sponsors included Diageo VI and Bellows, who generously
donated the bar. Merchants Market and S&P Fish donated part
of the food for the evening. With two full bars available, wine and
champagne were the drinks of choice for the evening! We thank
all our donors for their gracious contributions.

Planning started months in advance with the strong support of
a committee who worked tirelessly on all aspects of the event.
At least 30 volunteers worked to serve, greet, sell raffle tickets
and tend bar to make the
evening the festive occasion
that it was. Thank you for all
your hard work.

As one of the year’s biggest
fund-raisers the event netted
a total of $35,000, which also
includes proceeds from the
on-line auction. Many are
saying that A la Mer would
be great for next year, and
we're taking suggestions, so

let us know!



HTS BY JEFF CHABOT, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

New expanded volunteer site.

A solid number of volunteers continue to show up to participate
in the Friends of the VINP walk-up volunteer program. They
find it rewarding to give back to the community and participate
in projects to preserve the Park land and the sites of ruins. Being
able to view 400-year-old historic sites of colonial sugar mills,
processing factories, and the period’s Great Houses is certainly
exciting, but to be part of their uncovering, many which have
not been seen for 50 or 60 years, makes the work even more

Can you name this newly cleared Park vista?
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rewarding. The excitement that evolves from participation creates
a club-like atmosphere that emanates from each group, all sharing
a common goal, which is a great feeling for the individual and
group as a whole.

This season the volunteers began the task of clearing fourteen

of the Park’s trail and road vistas which used to be the “pride
and joy” of residents and visitors alike. Without this regular
maintenance those vistas all slowly disappeared, some completely,
though not without being remembered. So was born a new
seasonal crusade to re-establish those key viewing points

around the island. Everyone just has to say “WOW” when

they come upon one of the vistas cleared by volunteers who
participate in the volunteer program that runs from November

thru April.

Other highlights of the season were the participation of the
American Hiking Society and The Sierra Club helping with
two major trail projects. The AHS provided the manual power
to create the new Jumbie Trail, and the Sierra Club worked on
erosion prevention features on the upper Reef Bay Trail and
re-gravelled the first 1,000 ft. of the trail. This makes it much
more sustainable. Other groups are still scheduled to arrive this
season, using the new and improved Volunteer Group Base
Camp Site at Cinnamon Bay Campground. They, too, will be
working for the most part on trail erosion projects, which will be
our focus for the next couple of years due to the poor condition
of the trails.

Please contact the Friends or Jeff Chabot at jeffchabot@aol.com
if you would like to help or know of any groups that might want
to lend a hand. 7%



what can you do?

keep your vehicle tuned up to reduce emissions.

FROM THE PAGES OF THE ARCHEOLOGY BLOG...

BY KARSON WINSLOW, 2010 INTERN

Days are spent at Cinnamon Bay working in the archaeology lab.
Work out there consists of informing visitors about the history

of the area and explaining the purpose and focus of the work

we do. We are also working on cataloguing artifacts from the
excavation at Cinnamon Bay that was completed at the ceremonial
grounds of the site. We are also washing and sorting artifacts from
a current re-burial project the VIND is presently undertaking.
When not in the lab, we are in the field recording the remains of
known sites on and around the island or gathering historic data
on field artifacts. One particular project entails the recording of
the exact measurements of the one surviving historic marine iron
bollard at Creque Marine on Hassel Island. We are doing this so
that identical bollards can be reproduced as part of a park-funded
project that is aimed at providing safe docking for visitors, while
maintaining the historic scene.

This project would not happen without the generous funding
Interns (left to right) Marlece Reed, Karson Winslow, and from the Friends. I would just like to say a quick thank you
Lauren Riser collect field data. to them. Without their funding it would not be possible for
the other interns and myself to be here. I very much appreciate

A gentl k he oth hy I was i ing with th
gentleman asked me the other day why I was interning with the their support and generous donations towards the Park. 7%

National Park Service on St. John. He thought that with the bad
economy, this had to be the reason why I didn’t have a “real job.”

Either that or else I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do with my life. 20 I o SE MIN AR SERI Es

I ith th ite. I kn ly what I
esfpndled D (e et et oW exactly what 1 want The new look of the Friends Seminar brochure wasn’t the

todo i life, and right this is it. I joined int d . . . . . ,
© co Il iy 7, and fight now this 18 It. - Jotflec as an Interfi an only change in this popular series for this year. Friends

volunteer purely because I have a strong desire to be in the field of ) .
members were treated to a wider variety and longer schedule

than ever before. This is thanks to the stimulating programs
offered by the many volunteer instructors, who helped
to make this year’s seminar line-up new, exciting, and

archacology. In the field now for a little over five years, I have had
the opportunity to work in some really great places and with very
knowledgeable and amazing people. St. John has been no exception.

I'went to school in California at UC Santa Cruz, receiving a BA in educational. Cornerstone seminars were still well attended,

Anthropology (2005). I continued with my education and moved but a focus on the history of the Park and St. John was

to South Australia to attend Flinders University for graduate studies touched on by more than one seminar.

focusing on Maritime Archaeology (2007). After university, I

worked in a number of places including Tasmania; St. Augustine, Participants in the history-focused seminars experienced

Florida; Galveston, Texas, and California. This helped me focus on various facets of the history of the Virgin Islands and the

a region I believe will best apply to my studies and experiences. Park. Guy Benjamin told stories of days gone by, while Ken
Wild guided a hike and kayak trip to Hassel Island — recently

Being an archacologist, the system is similar and relatively universal opened for visitation. Further submersion into Virgin Islands

in the different locations where one works, but each individual area history continued with the well-attended NPS Archive tour

brings its own cultural identity. For this reason I choose to explore and ended with a historical tour of the Caneel Bay Plantation

the past as well as explore the unique entities most people might led by Chuck Pishko. We are always looking for ideas for new

not even know exist. seminars, so be sure to give us your suggestions for next year.

['will only be on St. John for a short while, though I'intend to The Seminar Series runs until April 17th and seminars are

return and continue working and volunteering on the island in the filling up fast. Remember discounted rates are available

near future. Historically, the Caribbean is a “Colonial Melting for Friends’ members and kids 12 and under receive 50%

Pot”. Many European powers utilized these waters and these off all seminars, with the exception of boat trips. Visit

islands, leaving behind important history that belongs to all of www.friendsvinp.org/seminars for a seminar schedule

those nations. There is also the history of the people who originally or call (340)779-4940 to register today.

inhabited the islands.

www.friendsvinp.org 5
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SKIP PARTNERSHIP

BY LAUREL BRANNICK, EDUCATION SPECIALIST RANGER
The Friend’s SKIP (School Kids in the Park) project has

continued to be instrumental in providing teachers with funding
for trips into the Park. In addition to the many classes from St.
John, an increasing number of classes from St. Thomas have been
taking advantage of the program and the opportunity to visit

St. John and Virgin Islands National Park. With approximately
56% of St. John being protected the Park is really an outdoor
class room. The teachers and students from St. Thomas enjoyed
the experiences they have had while visiting the Park. Friends of
VINP understands the importance of connecting students with
the past by facilitating visits to the Park’s many undeveloped areas
and cultural resources. These opportunities are what the SKIP
program provides.

One of the recent SKIP trips involved the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
graders from the St. Thomas Montessori School. They visited the
Cinnamon Bay Nature Loop and Annaberg Ruins. The students
got the chance to see how Virgin Islanders of the past met their
basic needs by living off the land. This helped them realize that
we still have some things in common with the past inhabitants
of post-plantation days. One student connected the past with the
current use of plants for medicine and bush tea.

Another memorable trip this year was the 3rd grade class from
Antilles School, who were learning about the pre-Columbian
people of the Virgin Islands. After creating replicas of Taino
Indian villages at school they visited the Cinnamon Bay
archaeology lab and saw artifacts that have been recovered from
Taino sites. Ken Wild, the Park’s archeologist, was there to answer
the students’ many questions. Much of the current information
on the Tainos is so new that it is not yet in books. This makes the

Antillies students in the Archeology Lab.

archaeology lab a great resource for both teachers and students.
After the trip, their teacher, Mrs. Riggle, wrote to say that

the students had a wonderful time and talked about the trip
all day.

This year we also made contact with the Wesleyan Academy, a
school previously unaware of the SKIP program. The 8th graders
visited the Park to participate in the Junior Ranger program.
While they were here they took a tour of the north shore of the
Park and completed the activities in the Junior Ranger Book.
These activities covered topics like bay rum collection, charcoal
pits, basket making, farming and fishing. They were so pleased
with the program and their Park experience that they raised money
to visit Hassel Island. Ken Wild and his interns gave them an
informative history lesson on the significance of Hassel Island. The
students’ enthusiasm shows the importance and success of the
Friends” SKIP program. 7%

FRIENDS’ 2010 ANNUAL MEETING connnuep From pace 3

to North Shore Road. Improvements will address issues starting
in Cruz Bay and will end at the Kings Hill intersection to
Centerline Road. The superintendent’s address also included
information on the Park’s “voluntourism” program. The program
will work with cruise ship passengers to entice them to spend time
volunteering on Park trails or doing maintenance on ruin sites.
He also touched on work the Park is doing to create a north shore
shuttle service that will ease the flow of traffic. Discussion with
the local taxi drivers is still underway to address the details, but
shuttle service is imminent.

Paula and Kent Savel were announced as the Park’s Volunteers
of the Year. They were instrumental in creating the Friends’
Annaberg Docent program, and also spend days volunteering in
the visitor center and as substitute guides for the Reef Bay Hike.
Mark also expressed his gratitude for the work of the Friends and
their support of the Park. He noted that without the Friends the
Park would be a much different place.

6 april 2010

Friends Awards

Tribute was paid to Dave Thompson by naming him the
Friends’ Volunteer of the Year. Dave was selected for his
leadership and exceptional efforts in leading the construction
of the first phase of the Accessible Trails Project at Francis Bay.
Dave worked each day to oversee its accurate construction.

This year, VINP Marine Biologist Jeff Miller was awarded

the Park Partnership Award for embodying the spirit of
partnership and collaboration that is essential to the relationship
between VI National Park and the Friends. Jeff has been
instrumental in the success of the Beach-to-Beach Power Swim
and is a technical advisor on our projects that educate people
about marine resource issues. We truly appreciate Jeff and

his work in the Park. #%



what can you do?

buy non toxic household cleaners.

RANGER IN TRAINING CAMP
BY JESSICA HORNBECK

Ever wondered what it takes to be a Ranger? This year’s new
Ranger-in-Training (RIT) camp was created to address this
question. RIT will expand on the existing concepts of the Friends
sponsored Eco and Science Camps hosted at Virgin Islands
Environmental Resource Station (VIERS) by giving high school
students who are interested in science and interpretation/outreach
education careers an opportunity to engage in everyday activities
of a Park Ranger. Many students learn by “doing” and by gaining
personal experiences which ultimately lead to career interests.
This camp will incorporate this learning style to promote career
development by building close relationships with VINP staff as
they give students real-life career experiences and training. During
the camp, students will be shadowing and/or assisting rangers
with the professional activities they frequently perform. Topics of
instruction will include: hiker and island orientation, astronomy,
field journaling and scientific data collection techniques, cultural
history and archeological field techniques.

The camp will take place within Virgin Islands National

Park (VINP) and VIERS on St. John, located in Lameshur

Bay. VIERS provides a relaxed learning environment and an
opportunity for attendees to be immersed in a remote natural
setting within VINP boundaries, allowing access to many of
nature’s teaching aids which VINP has to offer. This will provide
a deeper understanding of the natural world and enhance resource
stewardship by strengthening the bond between the students, their
island, and VINP.

Funding for this camp was awarded to VINP as part of a National
Park Foundation “Small Grant.” This funding will allow for
10-12 attendees to participate in the camp. Due to the nature of
the grant and limited space, first preference will be given to local
high school students who are close to graduation and campers

not attending other VIERS Camps. RIT will take place July 6-9,
2010 and consist of a 1 day-only camp followed by 2 overnight
days, and one final half day of camp.

For more information or to apply for this camp please
contact Jessica Hornbeck at VINP or VIERS directly at
(340)776-6201. You can also download an application
at www.islands.org/VIERS. 7%

NEW DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Changes in Development Director
are in the winds again. After com-
pleting a year in the position Noreen
Cavanaugh has decided to return to
her native Massachusetts. Noreen
was instrumental in developing a
number of partnerships with local
businesses and hotels — one of which
is our dynamic partnership with VI
Ecotours who now donate funds for
every visitor that participates in their
kayak tours in and around the Park. She will also be remembered
for organizing our recent gala and initiating a very successful online
auction. We wish to thank Noreen for her service to the Friends
and wish the best of luck in her future endeavours.

Heather Ruhsam.

While we are sorry to see Noreen go, we are very excited to
announce that our new Development Director will be Heather
Ruhsam. Heather is not a stranger to St. John, having moved
here as a teenager. Despite some stints on the mainland to go to
university and gain work experience, she calls St. John home. Back
most recently since late 2007, Heather brings her local knowledge
and energetic attitude as well as a degree in International Studies
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to the
Development Director position. Her background in event
planning, marketing, operations and business management will
serve her well in her new duties.

Public outreach and volunteerism are not new to Heather; whether
it is serving as a captain for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
in Los Angeles, volunteering at St. John Animal Care Center
Events, being a reader and board member for the Elaine Sprauve
Library or organizing benefit events, you can find her involved in
her community.

When interviewed about her recent appointment to the position
Heather stated, “T am very excited to work with the Friends — they are
a great organization and it is a wonderful opportunity to combine my
skill set and love of St. John and our community!” She is enthusiastic
about rising to the challenges of fundraising in this economy and is
eager to assist the Friends in moving forward in their mission. We are
pleased to welcome Heather to the Friends team! 7

CAVE THE DATE!

H 2010 Beach-to-Beach Power Swim: The 7th annual
Memorial Day weekend Beach-to-Beach Power Swim will be held
on May 30, 2010. Join us for this challenging, fun, open-water
swim in the pristine and protected waters of VI National Park.

Visit www.friendsvinp.org/swim for complete details and
course descriptions. If you are not a swimmer, please help as a
volunteer. We need nearly 80 volunteers to make this a safe and
successful event.

B Carabana Ensemble Cultural Theater: This year, the
theater features Benji, a monodrama that chronicles the life of
Guy Benjamin, a St. John icon, and his childhood days leading
up to his life as St. John's most legendary teacher. The produc-
tion will show every Thursday evening at the Cinnamon Bay
Amphitheater at 7:30 pm until April 29th.

As always, admission is free! 4

www.friendsvinp.org 7
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
BY JOE KESSLER

Over the years the Friends has increased our attention to island youth. Building
on a modest, but important and very popular Eco-camp program we now have
programs that target school children throughout the year. Last year we had some
significant accomplishments and we are poised to do even more in 2010.

Helping nurture the next generation of conservation citizens is an important part of
our mandate. The children of the Virgin Islands are going to be the next environ-
mental stewards of these islands and of Virgin Islands National Park. We feel that it is incumbent upon
the Friends, and frankly all of us, to ensure that youth are prepared for this responsibility.

Joe Kessler

Our programs for youth include:

* Eco-camps provide a 3-day, 2 night experience for children, ages 8-12, to stay within the Park at
VIERS to learn about marine and terrestrial eco-systems. Last year we introduced a 5-day/4 night
Science camp for older children, ages 13—15. This year we will also offer a 4-day, 2 night Ranger-
in-Training camp also for older children.

* School Kids in the Park (SKIP) is a two-fold program: it provides small grants to teachers, enabling
them to do projects and activities that use the Park as an educational resource, and enables field
trips to the Park for ranger-led activities.

* The Earth Day Environmental Fair provides a fun environmental learning experience. This year we
will add a Reef Fest as a marine component to the festivities. The fair is attended by virtually all of
St. John’s school children.

* The Summer Trail Crews program brings teenagers from the Virgin Islands and the mainland
U.S. together to repair 6-10 miles of Park trails each summer. The crew members learn technical,
leadership, team-building and cross-cultural life skills.

¢ The Scholarship program provides scholarships to students studying natural sciences at the
university level.

These projects are only possible because of your support. Together we can make a difference and ensure
thoughtful and responsible stewardship of this beautiful island and awe-inspiring national park. To
continue this good work I hope that Virgin Islands National Park and the Friends remain one of your
philanthropic priorities.

I look forward to seeing you in the Park. %
DIRECTORY -

FRIENDS OFFICE: 340.779.4940 FRIENDS STORE: 340.779.8700 FRIENDS EMAIL: info@friendsvinp.org
VI NATIONAL PARK FRONT DESK: 340.776.6201 ext: 238

Frcends o# Virgin Islands National Park

PO Box 811 St John, Virgin Islands 00831

upcoming events!

m Earth Day 40th Anni-
versary Celebrations:

Friends is celebrating the 40th
Anniversary of Earth Day with

a week of earth-friendly fun.
Events will culminate with

the 5th annual Earth Day
Environmental Fair on April 23rd
at the National Park ball field in
Cruz Bay starting at 9:00am and
ending at 2:00pm. For the past
four years, this event has cre-
ated environmental awareness
among young children. This year
an aquatic component will be
added on April 24th for the 2nd
Annual St. Thomas/St. John Reef
Fest at Hawksnest Beach, starting
at noon and ending at 5:00pm.
Activities include a guided snor-
kel or kayak tour, identifying reef
fish, participating in hands on
educational exhibits, a sandcastle
building contest, and much
more.

Join us to celebrate Mother Earth
on our semi-annual beach and
trail cleanup on Sunday, April
25th and adopt a beach or trail,
or help on the day of the clean-
up. Contact Audrey for more
information.

www.friendsvinp.org
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