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Friends 2005 Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 23rd was 

an absolutely beautiful day on 
St. John, and a perfect day to
hold the Friends 2005 Annual
Meeting. Approximately 150
people gathered at the Cinnamon
Bay restaurant to hear keynote
speaker Delegate to Congress
Donna Christensen, VINP Super-
intendent Art Frederick, and
Friends President Joe Kessler
give reports on the state of our
beloved VI National Park and

other conservation efforts happening within the territory and the U.S.

Friends Chairman, John Fuller began the meeting by introducing
two nominees for the Board of Directors, and the membership in atten-
dance voted to confirm Elsa Angel and Earl Thomas as our newest
members of the Board. Friends President, Joe Kessler followed, paying
respects to four individuals who passed away in the past year who
made significant contributions to VINP: Laurance Rockefeller, Nobel
Samuel, Doris Jadan, and Isidore Paiewonsky.

Kessler’s Annual Report on the Friends revealed numerous accom-
plishments that have come about through $260,000 in project funding
to the Park last year. Highlights included the Economic Impact Study 
of VINP, Summer Eco-Camps for 8-12 year-olds, SCA Trail Crews,
digital mapping of historic structures, and Park Study Grants to St. 
John Schools. 

This year, VINP Archaeologist Ken Wild was recognized with the
Friends Partnership Award for best embodying the spirit of partnership
and teamwork between the Friends and VI National Park. The Volun-
teer of the Year award was presented to Bruce Schoonover, who exem-
plified volunteerism through his efforts and dedication to the Annaberg
Docent Program, by spending countless hours researching and docu-
menting historical information to create a volunteer handbook for use
by other docent guides. And the Park named Chuck Pishko their
Volunteer of the Year for always lending a hand when the Park was
short-staffed. Thank you volunteers!

In his state of the park address, superintendent Art Frederick made
mention of the $300,000 cut in the VINP’s budget, and to compensate,
the Park did not fill management positions and cut down on ordering
supplies. He said that the reconstruction at Hawksnest Bay still awaits
roofing material and six benches, and should be finished by February
4th. The superintendent said the Park will start rehabilitating the North
Shore Road in late spring. 

Keynote speaker Donna M. Christensen, ranking member of the
Congressional Subcommittee on Parks, Recreation and Public Lands,

Seminar Series Gaining Popularity
On January 12th, the Friends 2004–2005 Seminar Series kicked off

with an over-booked tour of Caneel Bay ruins and discussion of
Laurance S. Rockefeller, led by St. John Historical Society president,
Chuck Pishko. A group of 25
attended, including Caneel
Bay General Manager, Rik
Blyth, to learn more about
Rockefeller’s vision and
legacy that will keep St.
John forever beautiful. 

Another big hit was
Steve Simonsen’s “Under-
water Photography Work-
shop”, and the “Archae-
ology Boat Trip” along the
north shore led by National
Park Service archaeologist
Ken Wild. 

One of many new semi-
nars this year was the “Full
Moon Hike to Ram Head”,
led by park ranger Don Near. The evening of January 26 didn’t produce
much of a moon for the hike, however, everyone seemed to really enjoy
themselves regardless. Flashlights and headlamps led the way through
the darkness, as more than 25 people walked across sandy and rocky
beaches, through sparse forest, and over cactus-laden hillsides. 

We’re only half way through the seminar season, so there are plenty
more seminars for you to participate in! The March and April schedule
is as follows:

March: March 5, Sat.  . . . . . . . .Stars and Stories
March 12, Sat.  . . . . . . .Coastal Ecology Trip
March 16, Wed.  . . . . . .Basket Weaving
March 19, Sat.  . . . . . . .Kayak Hurricane Hole
March 23, Wed.  . . . . . .St. John Architecture
March 26, Sat.  . . . . . . .Coral Reef Research
March 30, Wed.  . . . . . .Marine Fun for Kids!

April: April 2, Sat . . . . . . . . . .Marine Biology Sailing Trip II
April 6, Wed.  . . . . . . . .Tropical Photography
April 9, Sat.  . . . . . . . . .St. John in the Early 1900s
April 16, Sat.  . . . . . . . .St. John Architecture
April 23, Sat.  . . . . . . . .Sail the Pepper!
April 24, Sun. . . . . . . . .Snorkel 6 Ecosystems at Caneel

Remember that Friends members receive up to 15% discounts, and
kids 12 and under receive 50% off all seminars with the exception of
boat trips. Space is limited so call to sign up today! 779-4940.

Chuck Pishko points out the old ruins 
of an 18th century sugar factory 

during the “Laurance Rockefeller 
and Caneel Bay” seminar.

Continued on Page 3



Page 2 Spring 2005 Tidings • Friends of Virgin Islands National Park

From the Superintendent
Greetings Friends of the Park!

A couple of weekends ago, the Friends Annual Meeting was held at
Cinnamon Bay campground. It was a wonderful occasion and the
weather was perfect. I delivered the State of the Park Address, and for
those of you that were unable to attend, I will take this opportunity to
share with you some of the information that I presented that day.

2004 was an extremely busy year and one of our most successful
achievements was the launching of the long awaited General Manage-
ment Plan (GMP). In early March, I will make a presentation to the
Regional Director and other key Regional Office personnel on the
alternatives that are being proposed in the draft GMP. If approved, 
there will be another series of public meetings held later this spring or
early summer.

As you may recall, the Park implemented the Mooring Fee Program
in December 2003. We experienced some problems initially and are still
making adjustments that will make the program more user-friendly.
More importantly, the boaters are satisfied that they are no longer
required to travel long distances each day to pay their fees. They simply
pay the fee at a floating pay station, which has increased the level of
compliance. Of course, the primary objective of this program is to pro-
tect the fragile coral gardens, aquatic life and seascapes by having the
boating community use our buoys instead of anchors. Thus far, it has
been extremely effective.

One of the major projects for 2005 will be the North Shore road
rehabilitation project. This project will get underway sometime between
mid summer and early fall. Some of the work that the project will
include is the rebuilding of the road bed, parking area improvements,
installation of guardrails, drainage improvements, paint striping etc.
This is a project that will not only address some safety issues, but it
will also enhance the overall appearance of North Shore Road.

We are also very proud of the three dimensional virtual mapping of
our historic structures. The Park developed a 3D graphics program with
the University of Maine, which has created a great deal of interest and
excitement. The intent of the program is to preserve historical structural
data that may be lost to degradation and when funding becomes avail-
able we will use this data to help us to restore those structures. This
project was fully funded by the Friends.

If not for the Friends support, particularly with the buoy installation
project and the 3D virtual historic mapping program, we would not
have succeeded. Again, as superintendent I am grateful for your sup-
port. I am also confident that as we continue to work in the spirit of
partnering and cooperation, 2005 will be another successful year, imple-
menting programs/projects for the continued preservation and protec-
tion of the resources of Virgin Islands National Park and Coral Reef
National Monument.

Art Frederick, VINP Superintendent

• TIDINGS NOTES •

Arona
Carabana Ensemble Theater Company presents its third play

in a trilogy about Virgin Islands heroines titled, Arona. Ms. Arona
Peterson was a cultural icon and folklorist from St. Thomas, who
wrote such popular books as "Herbs and Proverbs," and "Food
and Folklore of the Virgin Islands." Arona shows at the
Cinnamon Bay Campground amphitheater every Thursday at
8:00 pm through the end of April. The show is free of charge.
There will also be performances for local schools during
February in celebration of Black History Month, and some week-
end performances as well.

Friends is Seeking a Summer Intern!
If you or someone you know is interested in spending 8-10

weeks working for the Friends, please let us know! We’re look-
ing for an enthusiastic and creative student who is entering their
junior or senior year of college and has a particular interest in
environmental science, conservation, or environmental education.
Accommodations at Maho Bay Camps and a modest stipend are
provided. Please send resumes to intern@friendsvinp.org, or con-
tact Emily for more information at (340) 779-4940.

2005 Scholarship Program
The Friends Annual Scholarship Program is once again being

offered. The purpose of the scholarship is to encourage study
among Virgin Islanders at the university level in fields related to
marine biology or natural resource management and protection.
The scholarships will be in the amount of $1000 per academic
year (disbursed at a rate of $500 per semester), and will continue
through the senior year. Contact Emily for an application and
more information on eligibility requirements. 

Recruiting for SCA Summer Trail Crew!
This summer, the Friends is seeking students from the Virgin

Islands to participate in a month-long trail crew program with
the Student Conservation Association. This is a one-month
opportunity to live and work in Virgin Islands National Park on
St. John. Crew positions (ages 17 – 20) and crew leader posi-
tions (ages 21–25) available. Call Emily for more information 
at (340) 779-4940. 

Member Benefits
Members, don’t forget to take advantage of the Friends’

Affinity Program. Enjoy exclusive discounts and more from
local merchants and service providers. If you want to be an
Affinity Partner, or find out more about the program, contact
Karen Brady at (340) 779-4940. Please visit our website at
www.friendsvinp.org for a complete list of Affinity Partners 
and their offerings.

Friends’
Mission: 

The Friends of Virgin Islands National Park is
dedicated to the protection and preservation of
the natural and cultural resources of Virgin
Islands National Park and promotes the respon-
sible enjoyment of this unique national treasure.
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NPCA Board Visits 
In January, Virgin Islands national park units on St. Croix and 

St. John were honored by a visit from members of the National Parks
Conservation Association’s Board Directors, National Council and
senior staff. 

NPCA is the nation’s foremost advocacy group working on behalf
of national parks. Friends members will likely recall that Tom Kiernan,
NPCA’s executive director, was the keynote speaker at our 2004 
annual meeting. 

The delegation was particularly interested in discussing the threats
facing VI National Park as the Park was listed on their “10 Most 
Endangered Parks” list two years ago. While threats of development 
of in-holdings and high visitation remain, they were pleased to learn
that the third threat, that to fisheries, has made some progress now that
VI Coral Reef National Monument is under active management by the
Park Service. 

Over the years, the Friends and NPCA created a strong partnership
working together on important projects for the Park. For example,
NPCA helped the Friends acquire a grant to rebuild the Maho Beach
Pavilion following Hurricane Marilyn; the Friends funded the printing
of the Business Plan that NPCA sponsored with the Park; the Friends
was a charter member of NPCA’s Americans for National Parks
Campaign; and, Friends’ president Joe Kessler, served on the cam-
paign’s steering committee. 

This enduring partnership is bound by each organization’s dedica-
tion to the preservation and protection of the resources of the nation’s
national parks, and we appreciate having such a trusted partner.

Decline in Funding
Worrisome for Friends

Now more than ever, Friends of Virgin Islands National Park is
focused on our commitment to Virgin Islands National Park. If we hope
to protect and preserve the precious natural and cultural resources of
the Park, then we need to shore up our resources and strive to make our
Park a model of resource protection.

In 2004, we saw a decrease in contributions, and we are concerned
that important programs will suffer if we do not raise the necessary
funds in the coming months.

In order to address this critical decrease in donations, an Annual
Fund Campaign has been established, and our Fund Raising Committee
is working hard toward our goal to raise $100,000 in donations to sup-
port key programs such as Carabana Cultural Theater, the Folklife
Festival, the Annaberg cultural demonstrations, Eco-Camps, and the
installation of moorings. 

Currently, we are almost halfway through our fiscal year, and 
we have raised $30,000 toward our $100,000 goal. WE NEED 
YOUR HELP!

Last year, federal funding to the National Park Service for opera-
tions fell short by $600,000 million. Locally, Virgin Islands National
Park was forced to cut $300,000 from its operating budget. Friends
funding is so critical because it is often times the only source of
funding for projects and programs. While the Park struggles to provide
for its basic operating needs, Friends’ support continues to help VI
National Park achieve excellence in resource protection and cultural
preservation. We cannot rely solely on federal funding to provide for our
Park, it is our job to help ensure that these important programs continue.

Your support is so critical to our success. Please consider making 
a gift to the Friends of Virgin Islands National Park Annual Fund
Campaign. If you’ve already made a gift to the Friends, please consider
making a second gift this year. Your funding is so vital to our mission,
our programs, and protecting and preserving this national treasure.

You can make a contribution on-line at www.friendsvinp.org, 
or call the office at 340/779-4940, or simply drop it in the mail to 
P.O. Box 811, St. John, VI 00831.

Bequests are a critical source of support
for Friends of Virgin Islands National Park.

Please remember the Friends in your estate.
Contact us for more information.

Friends 2005 Annual Meeting
Continued from Page 1

said Capitol Hill has a very anti-environmental agenda for the coming
term. She said she expects efforts to "gut" the Endangered Species Act
and a big push to drill for oil in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. Christensen said she will introduce a bill to exchange Park land
on St. John for land owned by the local government so that Julius E.
Sprauve School can have a safer academic environment for the kids.
She also plans to introduce a bill to transfer all submerged lands
between St. Croix and St. Thomas to the V.I. government, which will
extend territory waters out an additional 9 miles. 

It was a great honor to have Congressman Nick Rahall (WV) at the
Annual Meeting, who was honeymooning on St. John. Rahall is the
ranking Democratic member on the House Resources Committee and 
a strong supporter of national parks.

IGBA
The Island Green Builders Association (IGBA), established by a

small group of concerned construction industry professionals and 
island residents, is well on its way to becoming an fully established
non-profit organization. Its focus is to provide leadership by example,
advice, and counsel on sustainable and environmentally responsible
building development for St. John, so as to promote quality of life and
healthy places to live and work. To learn more about this important
organization, or to become a member, please visit the IGBA website 
at www.igba-stjohn.org.



When the Friends of Virgin Islands
National Park and the National Park
Service (NPS) were looking for an
organization to help acquire a three-
acre parcel at Gibney Beach in 1999,
they turned to the Trust for Public
Land (TPL), a national nonprofit
land conservation organization
known for its land acquisition expertise.
TPL specializes in complicated land
transactions, including those involv-
ing multiple landowners, multiple
funding sources, title issues, and

complicated negotiations. TPL often partners
with local land trusts to plan for open space
conservation and to complete complicated con-
servation projects. In the Virgin Islands, the
work that started at Gibney Beach has
expanded to include key projects on St. John
and St. Croix. 

“The Virgin Islands are under tremendous
development pressure. It has been and contin-
ues to be a priority for TPL to do everything
we can to preserve some of the remaining
beautiful natural areas in the islands,” says
TPL president Will Rogers.  

The property acquired by TPL most recently
was at Salt River Bay National Historical Park

and Ecological Preserve on St. Croix.
Purchased from Dr. and Mrs. Peter
Kumpitch, the site was significant
because of its location on a hillside
overlooking the preserve and
because of its sprawling two-story
house – a structure that has been
converted into a long-awaited visitor
center and museum, with exhibits
interpreting the park’s history and
natural wonders. It was the third site
preserved by TPL at Salt River Bay
in the past two years.

“We waited a long time for the National
Park Service to have an actual presence at the
bay,” says U.S. Virgin Islands Delegate Donna
M. Christian-Christensen, who was instru-
mental in securing a $2.2 million federal

appropriation to acquire and protect the prop-
erty. “The benefits to the people of the Virgin
Islands are not just cultural and educational,
but economic as well, as it provides a welcome
addition to our tourism.” 

CCaassttllee  NNuuggeenntt,,  SStt..  CCrrooiixx

When Hurricane Hugo roared across St. Croix
in 1989, the storm wreaked havoc on the
island’s natural beauty and its tourism-based
economy. While the natural environment has
recovered beautifully, visitors have stayed away,
many choosing instead the unspoiled beauty
of Virgin Islands National Park on St. John. 

Now St. Croix has an opportunity to create
its own national park at the 1,400-acre Castle
Nugent Ranch. The Trust for Public Land is
working with the National Park Service, the
U.S. Congress, and the ranch owners to transform
this historic private property into a public
park and preserve. The oceanfront site features
a magnificent tropical environment, diverse
natural habitat (with unusual sea turtle and
bird populations), and one of the oldest cattle
farms in the West Indies. 

EEssttaattee  MMaahhoo  BBaayy,,  SStt..  JJoohhnn

The Trust for Public Land’s work at Virgin
Islands National Park also is continuing. TPL
has been asked by NPS to work on acquiring
interests in a 376-acre property in the heart of
the park. Known as Estate Maho Bay, the
property rises from sea level to nearly 1,000
feet in elevation and has more than a quarter
mile of beautiful beachfront on pristine Maho
Bay. The upland contains excellent examples
of a Caribbean dry forest ecosystem. The
property also contains pre-Columbian cultural
resources from the native Taino people who
inhabited this land for 800 years before the
arrival of Columbus, as well as significant
ruins from the Danish colonial era. Offshore,
the waters of Maho Bay shelter a healthy coral
reef and seagrass ecosystem; the beach and

coral reef are enjoyed by thousands of visitors
every year. NPS owns a partial (three-elevenths)
undivided interest in the property.  TPL has
acquired one of the undivided interests,

resulting in four of the eleven interests
being protected from development.
TPL and NPS are continuing to
work to secure additional interests. >

The Kumpitch house will become a 
visitors center for Salt River Bay 
National Historical Park and 
Ecological Preserve on St. Croix.

The Trust for Public Land’s expertise also extends to park
planning. With the support of the Stenning on Lake Geneva
Conservancy Society, TPL is working to restore historic
Franklin D. Roosevelt Park in downtown Charlotte Amalie,
the commercial and maritime center of St. Thomas.
Originally known as Coconut Square, the park was created
by King Fredrick V of Denmark in 1764. Renamed in 1945
in honor of a visit by FDR, the park has been a popular
public green space and event space. A park design charette
was held in Charlotte Amalie in December 2003, and a
draft contract for landscape design and engineering was 
prepared. The restoration is expected to be complete 
later this year. >

Preservation Partners
The Trust for Public Land brings land-buying 
expertise to the Virgin Islands.

TPL President Will Rogers enjoys
the view from Castle Nugent Farms.

Anne Nelson

Diane Butler

For more than 30 years,
the Trust for Public Land
has been conserving land
for people to enjoy as
parks, gardens, greenways,
and other natural and 
historic places. TPL is the
only national nonprofit
organization working
exclusively to protect land
for human enjoyment and

well being. Since 1972 TPL has worked with
willing landowners, community groups, and
national, state and local agencies to preserve
more than 1.9 million acres in 46 states. TPL
also has helped states and communities create

TPL: Who We Are
and pass 192 ballot measures, gener-
ating more than $35 billion in new
funding for land conservation. 

In the Virgin Islands and throughout the
United States, TPL works with community
residents and their government agencies
to establish conservation objectives, secure
funding, acquire parklands and natural areas,
and ensure that land conservation efforts
match community needs. 

The Trust for Public Land’s Virgin
Islands program is administered out of the
Florida Office. For more information, please
call (850) 222-7911 or visit our website at
www.tpl.org/florida. >

Estate Maho Bay is located 
in the heart of the Virgin 

Islands National Park.

Steve Simonsen
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TPL is giving Charlotte Amalie’s
Roosevelt Park a face-lift

A Face-Lift for Roosevelt PArk

(continued on next page )

Steve Simonsen

Estate Maho Bay welcomes 
residents and visitors to explore

and enjoy its pristine beach.

The Trust for Public Land 

conserves land for people to

enjoy as parks, gardens, and 

other natural places, ensuring 

livable communities for 

generations to come.





Saharan Dust, Coral Reefs
and Human Health

An update on a research project funded by the Friends in 2001
By Ginger Garrison, USGS Research Biologist

Hundreds of millions of tons of African dust are transported
annually from the Sahara and Sahel to the Caribbean and southeastern
U.S. A similar dust system in Asia carries dust from the Gobi and
Taklimakan deserts across Korea, Japan, and the northern Pacific to 
the Hawaiian Islands, the western U.S., and as far eastward as Europe.
Although these global atmospheric systems have been transporting 
fine soil particles for hundreds of thousands of years, the quantities 
of dust vary annually as a result of global climate, local meteorology,
geomorphology of source areas, and human activities. 

It is thought that the quality of the dust has changed as a result of
human-related changes in the source regions and areas over which the
dust travels: burning of biomass and waste; use of antibiotics, pharma-
ceuticals, and pesticides; increased industrialization. Our group is
exploring the possibility that air masses carrying Sahelian dust also
transport living microorganisms and synthetic organic chemicals thou-
sands of kilometers to the Americas, and that these chemical and micro-
bial contaminants are adversely affecting coral reefs and human health. 

Thanks to funding from the Friends of Virgin Islands National Park
in May 2001, we were able to start a pilot project to analyze dust for
chemical contaminants. The following year, we received funding from
the US Geological Survey to continue the work, on a small scale. As a
result of this funding, we have identified pesticides and other synthetic
organic chemicals, and hundreds of species of microorganisms, includ-
ing known pathogens, in air samples taken during dust events in the
Caribbean and Mali (West Africa). Preliminary ecotoxicology tests
indicate African dust is toxic to some marine organisms. The same
organic chemicals have been identified in the air in the VI during dust
conditions and in Mali, but in lower concentrations in the VI. 

Thank you Friends of VI National Park for providing the initial
funding for this exciting research! 
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2nd Annual Friends Family BBQ
(aka Friends Family Fish Fry)

December 12th, 2004 marked the 2nd annual Friends Family BBQ,
which took place at the Winston Wells Ball Field in Cruz Bay. The day
was bright and sunny, and we want to thank all of you who made the
BBQ come off without a hitch! 

The Pan Dragons started the day off with the sounds of their fantas-
tic steel pans. Then Paradise People picked it up and kept us grooving
for the rest of the day. Our master of ceremonies, Paul Devine, did a
wonderful job of making the day flow and selling raffle tickets. Of
course, it wouldn’t be a Friends’ BBQ without Enid Hendricks cooking
up a smorgasbord of traditional West Indian fare. The St. John
Community Foundation also took part in the day, providing carnival
games and popcorn and snow cone machines, and we want to thank
them for their volunteer efforts.

This is a family-oriented event with the purpose to raise community
awareness of the Friends organization and our mission to protect and
preserve the natural and cultural resources of the Virgin Islands
National Park. Toward that end, BBQ attendees enjoyed a number of
environmental education displays by Elizabeth Ban, marine advisor
with the University of the Virgin Islands, Katie Flanagan from VIERS,
Susanna Pershern from the National Park Archeology Program, USGS
intern Erinn Muller, Park Ranger Deanna Somerville, and a fantastic
demonstration of traditional basket weaving. The kids enjoyed playing
“Marine Jeopardy” with Elizabeth
Ban, and the “Queen Termite”
game with Katie Flanagan. They
also had great fun racing soldier
crabs with Ted the Crab Mon.

We want to thank all of the
merchants and service providers
who donated to the BBQ raffle.
Your gifts helped to keep this event
affordable for families by allowing
us to cover the cost of expenses
selling raffle tickets, and we truly
appreciate your support.

Are you still driving around 
with those unsightly yellow
and black license plates?

Please help keep our 
roadways scenic!

Order your Friends license plates
today and help us protect the Park.

Pick up an order form at the Department of Motor Vehicles,
order directly from our website at www.friendsvinp.org,

or call Valerie at the Friends office at 779-4940.

Get creative and personalize your plate — serial numbered plates
are also available.

Personalized plates are $105. Serial numbered plates are $55.00.  
Your contribution to Friends of Virgin Islands National Park is tax deductible.

Photo Contest for New Friends of the Park Plates!
Although our attractive Trunk Bay plates are still selling like hotcakes,
we’ve decided to change our look to an underwater motif — and we need
your help! In admiration of our precious and beautiful marine resources,
we’re offering the opportunity to have your underwater photo on the fronts
and backs of vehicles in all the Virgin Islands! 

Submit your photo entry to: 
Friends Photo Contest, P.O. Box 811, St. John, VI 00831

Or email: amigos@friendsvinp.org

Join the Friends or renew your memberships on-line by
going directly to our website at:

http://www.friendsvinp.org/new_stuff/joindirect.htm

If you would like to receive the Friends’ newsletter
in the future via email, please drop us a line: 

newsletter@friendsvinp.org

�



Living Art
The Friends of Virgin Islands National Park is proud to be assoc-

iated with the publication of Steve Simonsen’s spectacular photograph-
ic essay of St. John, and a portion of the proceeds from the sale of all
books benefits the Friends’ support of Virgin Islands National Park —
helping to preserve the same natural beauty the book celebrates. When
purchased from the Friends, a portion of the price may be considered a
tax-deductible charitable contribution. Please call, come by the office,
or visit our website to place your order or for more information.
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Rediscover Annaberg
Hundreds of volunteers donate thousands of hours every year to

Virgin Islands National Park, in particular, volunteer docents who com-
mit several hours a week interpreting the fascinating history of the
Annaberg Plantation Ruins to its visitors.

Thanks to our Annaberg Docent Program, a visit to Annaberg is now
a whole new experience. Whether you’ve lived on St. John for several
years, or visited Annaberg in the past, this is your opportunity to learn
more about this captivating place. Trained docents will take you back in
time to the sugar production era which was dependent on enslaved work-
ers; a time when the giant windmill blades churned wheels that crushed
juice out of the sugar cane, and great clouds of steam rose out from the
boiling house. Many people today don’t realize how significant this
operation was to St. John and Denmark in the 19th century.

“I had some folks tell me that they were down visiting St. John
some years ago, and when they came to Annaberg they weren’t very
impressed,” said Annaberg docent, Weldon Wasson. “After visiting
again this year, they stopped to tell me how much of a difference it
made to have me there interpreting the site – it changed their whole
experience of Annaberg, and that felt really good.”

Through the Annaberg Docent Program, volunteers guide visitors
through the site and create a visual image of Annaberg during its peak
of operation. However, visitors take heed, the story of sugar production
is as dreadful as it is intriguing, a challenge docents face when inter-
preting its history. 

We encourage you to come out to Annaberg and learn something
new – and support our volunteers! Group tours will soon be made avail-
able through the VINP Visitor Center. Docents are present Monday
through Friday from 10:00am to 2:00 pm. If you are interested in
becoming a docent, please call Emily at the Friends, (340) 779-4940.

Volunteers Can Make a Difference!
If you are interested in learning more about the fascinating natural

resources and cultural history of St. John, become a volunteer for the
Park today! Friends of VI National Park is supporting a lot of great pro-
grams in the Park this year, and we need your help to make them a suc-
cess. Through hands-on work, you’ll learn new skills, meet new people
and feel good that you did something to better your community and
environment. Here are other 2005 programs that need your help:

• REEF Great Annual Fish Count – Increase your fish identification
skills and collect information that could be used to support actual
scientific data. 

• Trunk Bay Kiosk – Provide information to people from all over
the world who come to visit one of the most beautiful places St.
John has to offer.

Park Study Grant Recipients
Every year, the Friends offers small grants of up to $500 to all

teachers on St. John through our Park Study Grant Program. This is our
effort to encourage teachers to utilize Virgin Islands National Park as a
“living classroom” or laboratory for their studies. Activities supported
by the grants generally focus on science, local history, culture, crafts,
ecology, or conservation. 

Currently, three grants have been awarded to classrooms at the St.
John School on Gifft Hill. Ms. Clare Bole’s 2nd Grade class will do a
project titled “Our Community”, in which her students will identify the
different animals found in different habitats on St. John: along the sea
shore, in the forest, and in salt ponds. Ms. Valerie and Ms. Jessie’s 
pre-school and pre-kindergarten classes will have a “Little Folks
Cultural Fest” where local artisans will entice their imaginations with
doll making, basket weaving, johnny cake making, and playing scratch
band music. And A.C. Burgess’s 6th Grade class is diligently working
on a film project titled “Interviewing the Bearers of Culture”, that will
preserve the knowledge of the “living legends” of St. John.

The Friends has provided Julius Sprauve School and Guy Benjamin
School an extension for their project proposals. In doing so, we hope to
encourage teachers to apply for a grant so that their students can take
advantage of the rich resources in the Park. The Friends would like to
provide grants to an additional seven teachers at these schools by the
end of the school year. 

The Friends is proud to offer the opportunity to build a greater
appreciation for Virgin Islands National Park and a sense of steward-
ship in our youth for its natural and cultural resources. Collaboration
between St. John schools and the Park is essential to making this
happen, and the Friends is eager to facilitate the development of
this relationship.

• Archaeology Data Recording – Assist Park archaeologist Ken
Wild and his interns with cataloguing artifacts, interpreting artifacts
to visitors at the Cinnamon Bay archaeology lab, data collection,
recording and entry, and clearing vegetation away from historic sites. 

• Friends Annual Beach-to-Beach Power Swim! – Thanks to our
volunteers, last year’s swim was a great success. Come be 
a part of St. John’s largest water event on May 29th! 

Become a volunteer today and gain a whole new appreciation for
VI  National Park. Call Emily for more information, 779-4940.

Docents from back to front: Bruce Schoonover, John Fuller, Weldon
Wasson, David Denny, Pat Lodge, Anne Frick, Kent Savel, Paula Savel,

Sharon Schoonover, and Ellie Wasson.



A Tribute Gala to Laurance S. Rockefeller
Join us on April 2, 2005 to help us celebrate the life of Laurance S.

Rockefeller, and pay tribute as we recognize him for his exceptional
foresight and dedication to protecting and preserving the natural and cul-
tural resources of St. John by establishing Virgin Islands National Park.

Dr. Jerome & Elizabeth Levy will host the gala at their exquisite
new villa in Chocolate Hole. Kismet sits high atop Maria Bluff, and
provides a spectacular panoramic view of Great Cruz Bay and beyond.
This Moroccan themed villa is one of the islands’ new “super-villas”;
the incredible attention to detail and luxurious comfort will provide for
an elegant evening of fine dining provided by St. John’s finest chefs,
and dancing under the stars with Greg Kinslow and company.

Please call the office for reservations at (340) 779-4940. Attendance
is limited. 

Welcome to another edition of Tidings.
You will note that we have again doubled
the usual size of the newsletter as there is a
lot going on with our park and the Friends
and we wanted to provide some space to a
very important partner, The Trust for Public
Lands, to share information with you on an
issue of great interest to most of us.

Land preservation is critically important
in all national parks and perhaps more so in VI National Park as about
20% of the land within the Park’s boundaries is privately owned. The
development of in-holdings and the potential development of large in-
holdings is the single largest threat to the resources of our park.
Development of in-holdings reduces wildlife habitat, causes erosion that
damages coral reefs and marine life, spoils the viewscape of the Park,
and in one case threatens to split the Park in two. 

The Friends confronts this threat in two ways. We work with part-
ners such as TPL and help them acquire in-holdings that will be con-
veyed to the Park; and, we have helped establish the Island Green
Builders Association, an organization promoting environmentally
responsible and sustainable building practices on St. John.

Upcoming Friends Events!
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the upcoming Friend’s events:

2nd Annual Friend Beach-to-Beach Power Swim
Swim to Cinnamon Bay, swim to Trunk Bay, or go all the way to

Hawksnest Bay. On May 29th, 2005 Friends will host the 2nd Annual
Beach-to-Beach Power Swim. The race consists of three courses this
year: a short course from Maho Bay to Cinnamon Bay, about 1-1/4
miles; an intermediate course from Maho Bay to Trunk Bay, about 
2-1/4 miles; and, a long course from Maho to Hawksnest, about 3-1/2
miles. You can compete in the long course as an individual or as part 
of a 3-person team. Swimmers assisted by snorkel and/or fins may also
compete. 

Call the Friends (340) 779-4940, or visit our website for more
information on these events.

President’s Message By Joe Kessler

We determined that we are most effective as a facilitator of land
preservation and working through partners. The Friends is proud of our
role in helping the NPS acquire a critical parcel at Gibney Beach several
years ago, and very pleased to have assisted TPL more recently acquire
several extremely important and critical parcels in the Maho Bay area,
including an additional share in the large Estate Maho Bay. Develop-
ment in that area would have devastating effects on our park and the
marine life in Maho Bay.

Recognizing that development is inevitable on some in-holdings as
well as on land bordering the Park and elsewhere on the island, the
Island Green Building Association works with owners, architects and
builders who want to help preserve the natural resources and beauty of
the island by building in an environmentally responsible and sustainable
manner. We have just launched a website, www.igba-stjohn.org, and
invite you to visit the site for more information and to join us in this
vital task.

To our members and partners, Thank You once again for your con-
tinued support. It is you that give us strength by your numbers and sus-
tenance by your contributions – both financial and in volunteer time.
Please continue to keep VI National Park as one of your philanthropic
priorities – our Park needs you, now more than ever!
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